!

This day and age, there are a lot of people out there that take part in recycling. Some do it
because they want to, and others do it because they are pushed to do so. Either way,
recycling can really make a difference in the environment and it is something that more
and more people should begin to do. Here are a few facts about recycling that you may
not have known before.
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HOW IT WORKS:

We will do the rest. On the collection day your recycables will be taken to the recycling centre where they
will be sorted and baled.

PROGRESS OF ILLEGAL DUMPING IN
RESIDENTIAL AREAS:
BEFORE:

STEP 1
STEP 2

Once full, place the recycling bag outside on your road verge.
Please try to ﬁll the bags - you need not to put out recycables every week.

STEP 3

Waste Management Newspaper of Waste Department & EPWP Environmental Affairs &
Tedcor Employees on Reducing Waste within the Bitou Area.

Simply put all your unsorted recycled Material into a yellow bag provided.
If required, additional bags are freely available from the Municipal ofﬁces in Marine Drive.

LETS ALL STRIVE TO BE THE BEST TOGETHER WITHIN BITOU BY:

KEEPING OUR WASTE SLIM HOW CAN WE DO THAT??
• REDUCE
• REUSE
• & RECYCLE

AFTER:

RECYCLE
RECYCLE
RECYCLE…….

MAY
2016

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP MINIMIZE WASTE WITHIN BITOU...
•Set aside another garbage can or container for items that can be recycled instead
•Repurpose items
•Donate items instead of putting them in the trash
•Recycle old batteries and electronics
•Purchase items made from recycled products

IN THE FIRST EDITION WE
WILL BE FOCUSING ON:

FIRST

WASTE
BITOU
MUNICIPALITY MANAGEMENT

KEEP

CALM

& RECYCLE

I

n life there are many sensitive topics that aren't easily addressed. As a result the problem tends to turn out worse
than what it was when it ﬁrst started.

Keeping that in mind, within our beautiful town there are many sensitive topics/problems arising. However, Waste
generated and dumped illegally seems to be one of the main focuses in our town at the moment.
The dumping of waste is rather a sensitive topic because previously people have been disowned in our country, by
being denied beneﬁts of full citizenship and therefore they had no obligation to “keep their environment clean”.
Referring back to the opening statement, unfortunately these people were not addressed and as a result this
unfortunate attitude has become a way of living for generations following.
Together with people having beneﬁts denied, they were expected to pick up after others & unfortunately this attitude
also became ingrained, with the same end result. Some individuals do not take responsibility by cleaning up after
themselves & expect others to do it. This statement does not refer to everyone but unfortunately, a minority is affected
by it.
As a result our beautiful town is degraded by papers and domestic waste that is dumped in public places.
As a waste department we are trying our utmost best to indicate the importance of a clean, healthy & safe
environment for our residents. We want to urge each individual to attempt to change habits, although we understand
that it is not something that will happen overnight. It is a long process, and it will need to be ongoing with constant
reminding. We plead by asking everyone's co-operation on projects that follow in the future.

RECYCLING WITHIN BITOU
Recycling is really becoming a “thing” in Bitou. It's still a work in progress which will require a
lot of hard work & dedication, but so far we are proud to say that the recycling quantities are
going up every month. The Blue, yellow and green bins are very visible in and around town &
different neighbourhoods which people see on a daily basis. It is our long term goal to
educate the residents more in order to get everyone involved in starting to recycle their
household products, save money, save our environment & to have more money to spend on
the infrastructure of our town.
The recycling ﬁgures will be posted in the next issue.
- Mckaylla Petersen

Don't do it for yourself only, but do it for your children & theirs & our beautiful town Plettenberg Bay!
Mckaylla Petersen

I

n the words of His Worship, Councilor Memory Booysen, Executive Mayor of Bitou, who ofﬁcially opened the
waste- transfer station on 5 April 2016.

"This is the beginning of something good," Cllr Memory Booysen said.
He, Mayor Booysen did not see the opposition to the plans as a problem, but rather as an opportunity. "It is an
opportunity to share our vision with the community," Cllr Memory Booysen said, adding that he was sure there
would be opposition once rehabilitation plans for the present landﬁll site became a reality. Rehabilitation of the
landﬁll site on Robberg road in Plettenberg Bay will commence in all earnest once the site has been closed
completely.
"But we just need to get it done as this is for the greater good of Bitou," he said.

A

s the Ward Councillor I am extremely happy with the opening of the waste transfer station. With the Recycling and the garden waste soon to be done on premises it will enable us to start the re-appellation of the
existing dump. We as a committee need to focus on turning our waste into energy to stop the expensive
exercise of transporting our waste to Mossel Bay. I would to thank all stakeholders concerned in assisting in getting
the transfer station to the stage it is at.

A

s HOD: Community Services, I am extremely proud of the
progress Waste Management has been making this past
year. We understand that in order to move forward we will
have to engage in taking baby steps, but in the end we will
deﬁnitely start seeing more progress by getting more individuals
involved in future projects which may take place. Waste in general
is a problem all over, but we need to start in
our own backyards by reducing waste which we
produce, then we will see an innovating end
result much sooner. In order for that to happen
we need to raise the necessary awareness,
which we will educate the public on. It is in our
pipeline to engage in future activities based on
awareness all over Bitou soon. Together we
can only be the best, as well as our town. –
Monde Stratu
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A

s waste manager I have been exposed to many implications
and problems arising within the department. One important
thing I have learned whilst being involved in this
department, is that we need to have an active, willing support
system in order to address complaints we face on a daily basis. Our
overall goal is to reduce waste and keep our paying residents
satisﬁed by delivering a fast effective service on a daily basis. We
do encounter several problems, but we try
our best to overcome it and sort it out
soonest. Recycling is something we want to
urge the whole Bitou area to get involved in,
but once again we need the support of
residents, in order to reach our main goal of
reducing waste, to cut on transportation
costs & to have more money to spend on
other needs which is lacking within our area.
– Randall Bower
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DID YOU KNOW
Time required for waste to break down

Time required for waste to break down
- Orange/ Banana peels
2 years
- Cigarette butts
1-5 years
- Woollen socks
1-5 years
- Plastic coated paper
5 years
- Plastic bags
20-1000 years
- Leather
up to 50 years
- Tins
50 years
- Aluminium cans
80 years
- Glass bottles
1 million years
- Plastic bottles
Indeﬁnitely
MAY 2016
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WASTE BY ROAD GRAPHS
WASTE QUANTITIES TRANSPORTED FROM BITOU TO MOSSELBAY
2015/2016 FINANCIAL YEAR

I

n and around the Bitou Area, we understand the importance of Recycling. We realise that we need to take
drastic steps in order to minimise our Waste that is diverted to the Landﬁll Site. Therefore we strategize
plans in order to encourage individuals to recycle. In previous projects we have decided to target individuals
in schools, as they tend to grasp these types of awareness more effectively, and then they rub it off on their
elders.
Children is our gems in our beautiful town, and we believe that with their help recycling within the Bitou area
will result in a great success.
In the past few months we have been issuing schools & businesses with recycling bins. On the bins distributed
it is clearly marked what goes where.
The EPWP/Youth Jobs in Waste has been a great help in this regard.

D

ue to the opening of the R19-Million Transfer Station, Bitou municipality is set to save thousands on
Waste Management costs. Unfortunately the alternative landﬁll site in Plettenberg Bay on Airport
Road has reached the end of its lifespan, therefore the Transfer station was constructed over the
course of the year, and it includes a compactor where Waste will be compacted & it will save the
municipality a few thousand on transportation of Waste to PetroSA.

10 MANAGING WASTE WITHIN BITOU
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Bitou Waste Department Employees together with the Librarians have also implemented Recycling
competitions which was hosted in the different residential areas within our town. At the end of our competition
we issued 2 winners in the Grade 4 & 7 category with a cellular tablet each

MAY 2016
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WASTE – TRANSFER STATION

NEWSLETTER

L

unchbox Theatre has performed over 450 shows to more than
87 000 learners across the country. We use the engaging
medium of interactive and entertaining theatre shows to
educate learners about important environmental and social issues.
The Waste Management show is unique in that it uses text less
physical theatre and mime technique which makes the show non
language based and makes it accessible to all.
The purpose of the show is to raise awareness of the waste issues
that our town faces. Through the show the learners become aware
that litter and waste cause a problem in our communities and for our
environment. The show encourages the learners not to litter. It
reinforces that litter and rubbish have value and that even if you
through things 'away' they still create a problem. Through this it also
encourages them to recycle.
The show is aimed at school based learners in the primary school
phase (Grade 3 – 7)
(Lunchbox Theatre Actors rehearsing Waste Management show)

O

n Tuesday 5 April at 11:30am it was the ofﬁcial Mayoral opening of the Bitou Waste Transfer Station.We are proud & pleased to
report only positive feedback with the proceeding and concluding of this event.

The facility became operational and takes all Bitou Municipal domestic Waste collected by council. It forms a key part in the chain for
the longer term waste management strategy development.
Executive Mayor Memory Booysen performed the ofﬁcial opening. The facility is capable of handling the tons of Waste per month which
is transported in compactor bins to the Regional Landﬁll site in Mossel Bay at Petro SA.

SWOP SHOP – KURLAND/CRAGS

T

Community Services
HOD: Mr. M Stratu
delivering his speech
on the history of
Waste within Bitou

Executive Mayor: Councillor Memory Booysen Delivering his Mayoral Address at
The Opening of the Waste Transfer Station

Unveiling of the Plaque at the Waste Transfer Station by Executive Mayor and HOD: Community Services:
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he Swop Shop in Kurland/Crags
is certainly making waves in the
community based there. The
purpose of the swop shop is for people
in the community to bring all the
recycling goods they ﬁnd ( within the
residential area), it gets weighed &
then they are remunerated with
anything situated in the shop for the
value of the amount of recycling
products they brought in.
This shop is being managed by Miss.
Daleen. It is our overall goal to have
swop shops like this in every
residential area in Bitou. It will
certainly motivate the residents to
recycle and receive something in
return (food, clothes, fruit, and
vegetables.)
This is deﬁnitely a positive innovating
project that the waste management
section would strive to get involved in,
in the near future.

MAY 2016
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I

n the 2015/2016 ﬁnancial year over 1Million Rand was spent on paying local contractors in different
residential areas for the cleaning up of residential areas. Unfortunately this budget was exceeded before
the ﬁnancial year ended. For a period of time Management had to wait on an extension of the adjustment
budget so that we could proceed on appointing contractors to clean the residential areas. This is not classiﬁed
as “job creation” as many would say, because there is greater things which is also lacking attention, but
unfortunately we do not have the necessary funding for it.

YOUTH JOBS IN WASTE/EPWP
I
n June 2014 the National Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) launched a programme to create employment opportunities, skills
and capacity building in the Waste sector called “Youth Jobs in Waste”.

As a department we are extremely grateful for each and every employee who is involved in our Youth Jobs in Waste program. These
individuals have been a tremendous help the past few months. Their group consists of Educators and General Workers. They assist us in
providing educational awareness in the different communities within the Bitou Area. They also assist with clean up campaigns & conduct
surveys in the areas regarding disposal of waste and they engage in the community by trying to understand the different individuals'
viewpoints and opinions regarding big issues such as illegal dumping within the area.

O

n 12 March 2016 Plettenberg Bay hosted a Waste Management in Education Workshop. This program began in 2005 & it trains educators
to tech pupils about waste management & the environment. WAME's success results from using these environmental concepts to educate
learners while achieving learning outcomes as required by the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS).
This award winning programme aims to increase environmental awareness by learners by highlighting waste management problems experienced
in the school and surrounding environments.

Surveys were conducted and all the information was populated and indicated by means of graphs.

Educators who attended the workshop received educational resource materials consisting of posters, lesson plans, assessment standards &
activities according to the CAPS etc.

The above indicated pictures are
of individuals doing surveys on
Illegal dumping with residents of
Plettenberg Bay
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WASTE COLLECTION SCHEDULE
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CHILDRENS PAGE
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