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Dear Madam, 

 

REZONING: ERF 37 PLETTENBERG BAY, BITOU MUNICIPALITY 

 

1. The Acting Director: Planning and Development made the following decision on 28/10/2025: 

2. That approval be granted in terms of Section 60 of the Bitou Municipality: Land Use Planning Bylaw (2015) for:  

a) Rezoning from General Residential Zone II to Business Zone I in terms of Section 15(2)(a) of the Bitou 

Municipality Land Use Planning Bylaw 2015, to allow for a business premises. 

3. The above approval is subject to the following conditions imposed in terms of Section 66 of the Bitou Municipality 

Land Use Planning Bylaw (2015): 

i. That as built building plans be submitted that indicates the business and residential components. 

ii. That a Penalty tariff fee of R28 056.24 ex Vat  for a Major Encroachment as per Par 11.2.3.2 of the Municipal 

Tariffs 2025/2026 be payable before building plan approval. 

iii. That development on the site occurs broadly in accordance with Site Development Plan E-37-SDP-Rev 3 dated 

05 February 2024 drawn by Planning Space. 

iv. The Development parameters for Business Zone I in terms of the Bitou Zoning Scheme Bylaw shall apply to this 

site 

v. That services be provided at the cost of the applicant to the satisfaction of the Municipality, and that a Service 

Level Agreement (‘SLA’) based on the provisional Service Report (as well as any other requirements of the 

Bitou Municipality) be entered into prior to building plan approval. 

vi. That augmentation fees and development contributions are payable prior to building plan approval.  

vii. That the road reserves adjacent to Erf 37, the corner of Cresent and Anchor Crescent Street, be paved for 

pedestrian movement in accordance with the Bitou Urban Renewal Strategy. A landscaping plan for the 

development/upgrading of the sidewalk must be submitted together with the building plans. 

viii. That the access gate remains open during business operations hours for the Patrons of the business use on the 

premises. 
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ix. That a sign be erected at the entrance gate indicating that parking is reserved exclusively for patrons of the 

approved business use. The use of off-site parking by patrons shall be discouraged where on-site parking bays 

are available. The Municipality reserves the right to impose a penalty tariff should it be found that patrons are 

not being adequately directed to utilise the on-site parking facilities 

4. Reasons for the above decision are as follows: 

a) The penalty fee is calculated in terms of the latest Municipal Tariffs 2025/2026 

b) The property has long been used for commercial purposes (coffee shop, offices, and previously municipal 

offices). Rezoning will regularise the land use and resolve the current non-compliance. 

c) The site is located within the Plettenberg Bay Central Business District, identified in the Bitou SDF 2021 as a 

priority business node. 

d) Sufficient space is available for on-site parking to accommodate the proposed business premises.  

e) Concentrating business activities here aligns with municipal policy to strengthen the CBD and prevent 

decentralisation. 

f) The proposal is consistent with the Bitou Spatial Development Framework (2021). 

g) It upholds the SPLUMA development principles of spatial efficiency, sustainability, resilience, and good 

administration. 

h) The property is surrounded by other business-zoned and mixed-use sites, making the proposal compatible with 

the area’s character. 

i) Parking provision (15 bays) exceeds requirements, and visual/privacy impacts have been addressed through 

screening vegetation. 

j) The property is already serviced by municipal water, sewer, and electricity, and is billed at business consumption 

rates. No additional building area is proposed, so there will be no extra demand on infrastructure. 

k) Beautification of the pavement area is consistent with the urban renewal strategy for the CBD Area.  

5. You are hereby informed of your right to appeal to the Appeal Authority in terms of section 79(2) of the said 

legislation. 

6. Such an appeal must be submitted in writing to the Municipal Manager, Bitou Municipality, Private Bag X1002, 

Plettenberg Bay, 6600, within 21 days this letter was emailed or sent to the electronic address.    

7. The attached appeal form must be completed and should be directed to the Municipal Manager, Bitou Municipality, 

Private Bag X1002, Plettenberg Bay, 6600, within 21 days of notification of this decision together with proof of 

payment of the appeal fee.  

8. If you exercise your right to appeal, you are requested to simultaneously serve notice of the appeal on any person who 

commented on the application and any other persons as the Municipality may determine.  Proof of serving the 

notification must be submitted to the Municipality, within 14 days of serving the notification. 

9. The notice must be served in accordance with section 35 of the said legislation and in accordance with the additional 

requirements as may be determined by the Municipality. The notice must invite persons to comment on the appeal 

within 21 days the notification was served.  



10. Kindly note that no appeal right exists in terms of Section 62 of the Local Government Municipal Systems Act, No 

32 of 2000.                   

11. A notification in terms of Section 61 of the Bitou Municipality Land Use Bylaw (2015) will confirm the coming into 

operation of the approval, if no appeals were received within 21 days this letter was emailed or sent to the electronic 

address. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

________   

Chris Schliemann 

Acting Director: Planning and Development 

 

 


